JOHNSON OVER JORDAN                      119

of Johnson Over Jordan was finished. I thought over
the idea for a long time, and made odd notes, but it
was not until the autumn of 1937, when I was lecturing
in the United States, that I thought really hard. But
during my lecture tour I had a great many long and
rather tedious railway journeys to make, so that I had
time to work out roughly many of the scenes and to
make numerous notes. (Smith was now Johnson,
simply because Smith had already appeared in several
play titles and Johnson seemed a good name for an
English Everyman.) When, in late November, I
joined my family in Arizona, I set to work, all the
more eagerly because the Theatre and lecturing had
cut me off from writing for several months, and it was
not long before the first draft was finished. Then,
early in 193 8, after returning from a visit to New York,
where Time and the Conways was being produced, I
completely rewrote Johnson, and though this revision
formed the basis of the present text, I may be said to
have been rewriting it ever since. The script I found
myself faced with when I came to do this reading
edition was easily the untidiest I have ever known,
for &ot only were there dozens of cuts but also scores
of scattered pages of added material or xe-written
scenes, so that the thing was like a jigsaw pussde. And
now I have done with it.